
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WEEK OF MARCH 26, 2023 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Jim & Penny Cleveland; Jack & Lureen Vaught; Darlene Welsh; Walt 

& Carolyn Trier; Bob Schneider; Carl Oelschlager; Aiden Snyder 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL TODAY at 11:30am.  
 

LIFE TEAM TRAINING TODAY from 11:30am – 1:00pm. Lunch provided!  
 

YOUTH GROUP tonight at Pr. Mullet’s house, beginning at 6:00pm.  
 

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE MEETING: TONIGHT at 6pm at the church. Your 

presence and input are welcome! Copies of the constitution are on the tables. 
 

LENTEN SUPPERS & SERVICES: join us this Wednesday for the LAST potluck supper 

and Lenten Midweek Service.   
 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION is next Sunday, April 2, at the 10:00 service.  
 

LENTEN GIVING PROJECT: we will be collecting food & dry goods to support a 

Christian organization in Fort Wayne. Deadline for donations: April 9! 
 

HIGHER THINGS: pick up a registration form from Pastor Mullet. In addition to the 

completed forms we require a deposit of $100 per attendee. 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE is posted on the bulletin board by Pastor’s study. Join us all 

week to receive God’s gifts in this most important week of the Church Year!  
 

CALENDAR  

Sun. Mar. 26  8:00 & 10:00am Divine Service 
(Lent 5 - Judica)   9:00am Sunday School / Bible Study 

    11:30am Choir rehearsal 

    6:00pm Constitution Committee Meeting (church) 

    6:00pm Youth Group (Pr. Mullet’s house) 

Mon. Mar. 27  8:30am Discussion of next Sunday’s readings 

Wed. Mar. 29  6:00pm Potluck Supper (last one!) 

7:00pm Lenten Midweek Service 

Thu. Mar. 30  7:00pm Bible Study (James)   

Sun. Apr. 2  8:00 & 10:00am Divine Service 
(Palm Sunday)    10:00am Rite of Confirmation 

9:00am Sunday School / Bible Study 



THE BACK PAGE 

Today begins the final stage in our journey toward Easter. We began all the way 

back in the Gesima Sundays, helping us transition from the glory of the Transfiguration 

into the more somber tones of Ash Wednesday and Lent. Lent begins with three straight 

weeks of spiritual warfare, culminating in last week’s rest and refreshment as the Lord 

reminded us of His provision for all our needs in body and soul. Today, the fifth Sunday 

in Lent, is the beginning of Passiontide, the name given to the final two weeks of Lent. 

To mark the shift to Passiontide and the heightened intensity of our Lord’s earthly life 

as we approach Holy Week, the worship service changes slightly in two ways: 

First, the crosses are veiled. This includes our processional cross and the crucifix 

on the altar. They are veiled during the gospel reading, at the words “…but Jesus hid 

himself and went out of the temple.” We do this because we do not deserve to look 

upon them. We are not worthy of the sacrifice. The cross is our greatest and most 

cherished symbol as Christians. So it is partially taken away for a short time, that we 

might better appreciate it when it returns. Yet they are not taken away completely. They 

are not removed. They are only covered. We can still see their outlines, but the details 

are fuzzy. This symbolizes the reality that our grief prevents us from seeing clearly until 

the Good Friday services, when they are unveiled again, and, of course, at Easter. Faith 

always views the cross in the light of the empty tomb.  

 Second, the Gloria Patri is not sung. The Triune Name given at the Ascension is 

the fullest revelation of God’s Name given to men. To take away the Gloria Patri for 

two weeks is a bit jarring. It is particularly awkward to not sing it at the end of the Nunc 

Dimittis. But, again, its short-term removal serves to draw attention to it and highlight 

our privilege in singing it for the other fifty weeks of the year. 

All of this is that we would learn to mortify the flesh and to depend more and 

more upon the grace of God in Christ. For never, even in our most somber of 

ceremonies, is the Church in doubt about the end. Jesus died, but He is not dead. Jesus 

lives. Easter is coming. Our Alleluias, Gloria Patris, crosses, fatty foods, and the like 

shall all return. But even better than that, we shall have them forever in heaven when 

our own resurrections occur. 

Passiontide extends through Holy Week and the Triduum (“three holy days”—

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday). At the conclusion of the Maundy 

Thursday service the altar will be stripped, and the sanctuary decorations will be 

removed. Even the cross and crucifix will be carried out. All that will be left in the 

Sanctuary are the immovable pieces of furniture, laid bare. The intensity builds from 

now until Easter when we finally arrive at the empty tomb…but not at an empty altar! 

 


