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A Year in Review – 2022 

We started off 2022 with the baptism of Jona-

than Mullet in January and four more followed: 

Ruth Olivia Woelmer and Ren Anne Reusser in 

April, Oliver Miles Shank in June and Joanna Sue 

Romary in July. 

Matt Kessler married Julie Wyatt in February.  We 

hosted three Red Cross Blood Drives (Feb., May & 

Sept.) and a Lifeline Screening in Oct. 

In March we began supporting three foreign mis-

sionary families along with our Burmese families 

(L.A.M.B & New Life Lutheran Church in Ft. 

Wayne). You can check out their updated stories 

on our bulletin board. 

April brought us Confirmation & Easter. New con-

firmands were Audrey Bersel, Tyler Braun, Glen 

Kneller, Chase Malcolm & Maylan Wagner.  We 

assembled Season of Hope Care Kits for Lutheran 

World Relief. 

Everyone enjoyed Turtle Days in June especially 

while wearing our new “turtle” t-shirt designed 

by Christine Woodhouse.  We also wore them to 

a TinCaps game in July. 

The Youth Group kept busy with Camp Lutherha-

ven in June, Higher Things at Valpo in July,  VBS in 

June, July & August, Trunk or Treat in October 

and a Christmas party in December. 

In September we said good-bye to Vicar Woelmer 

and installed Scott Woodhouse as our new Vicar 

and celebrated the event at our annual picnic. 

In October we hosted the Seminary wives’ lunch-

eon, Dr. Meador from Doxology, and a had 

maintenance workday at Faith. 

November brought us our new field worker, Ken-

ny Klaehn. Vicar Woodhouse put a Lutherans for 

Life team together with plans to go to Washing-

ton DC in January for the March for Life rally. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to Toys for 

Tots, Socks for Vets and the Giving Tree in De-

cember – especially those responsible for spear-

heading those events – Barb Sheets, Marilou Lin-

nemeier & Jennifer Malcolm. 

And lastly, let’s all remember those who passed 

this year: Anton Kassing, Dolores Lesch, Carolyn 

Wilkins, Barbara Myers, Mary Ann Huffman, Ruth 

Leitch and James Lambert. 

Looking forward to a healthy and happy New 

Year! 



JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  9 – Richard & Doris Leighty 

16 – Blake & Alexa DeLugt 

21 – Michael & Georgia 
Stahlhut 

23 – Christopher & Kristie 
Chambless 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

  1 – Nicole Buckhardt 

  2 – Zoe King 

  3 – Erna Maurer 

  3 – Jacob Reusser 

  4 – Roger Conrad 

  4 – Denise (Deni) Fredrick 

  4 – Jon Stratton 

  5 – Marilyn Leazier 

  5 – Alexander Perry 

  5 – Cameron Buckhardt 

  5 – Jonathan Mullet 

  6 – Mckinley Murphy 

  7 - Ella Kallatsa 

  7 – Mindy Barnhart 

  9 – Hailey Braun 

10 – Scott Lahrman 

10 – Georgia Stahlhut 

11 – Brandie Pulver 

11 – Alex Sembach 

12 – Emily Schnorr 

16 – Marilou Linnemeier 

17 – Bernie Westhoff 

17 – Sally Stilwell 

18 – Robert LeFever 

18 – Samuel Wickliffe 

19 – Seth Stratton 

20 – Penny Braun 

21 – Bobby Spencer 

21 – Jacob Trier Byer 

21 – Stephanie Wilson 

21 – Darci Brenneke 

24 – Tom Hartman 

25 – Christie Hazen 

25 – Sandy Sloffer 

26 – Callie Braun 

27 – Marie Odle 

28 - Eliana Newsom 

29 – Michael Braun 

30 – Jonathan Wyatt 

30 – Christian Salomon 

30 – Ben Wagner 

Congratulations to Lane & Marissa Lewis who are proud parents 

of a little boy, Graham Devin, born December 5th.  He weighed 

7 lb. 4 oz. and was 19 1/4” long.   

His family includes grandparents: Randy & Shelvy Lewis, Aunt/

Uncle Ashley & Christian Stoner. 



FROM THE PASTOR— 

 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  Galatians 4:4-5 

And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. Luke 2:21 

  

Pastoral Epistle: the Circumcision and Name of Jesus (???) 

            January 1 is widely celebrated as New Year’s Day and brings with it much eager anticipation—new 
beginnings, fresh starts, resolutions to make this year better than the last. New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day are not, of course, Christian holidays in themselves. They are simply the turning of a calendar page or, 
more accurately, the opening of a new calendar. But January 1 is also a Christian holiday. Not because it’s 
New Year’s Day, but because it’s the eighth day of Christmas! By another name, January 1 is the Feast of the 
Circumcision and Name of Jesus. 

            But why? And (perhaps more importantly), why do we care? First the why. January 1 is the eighth 
day of Christmas, counting inclusively from December 25. And, it is on the eighth day of a Jewish boy’s life 
that he is circumcised and given his name. Jesus, the son of faithful Jewish parents Joseph and Mary, is no 
different! 

            But why does it matter? We know that circumcision is no longer commanded or expected of God’s 
people the way it was in Old Testament Israel. It makes sense that Jesus was circumcised and named accord-
ing to that Old Testament tradition, but what difference does that make for us as twenty-first century Chris-
tians? As we celebrate this rather unusual and unknown feast day, here are two points to ponder, one about 
circumcision and one about names: 

Jesus’ circumcision reminds us of His birth “under the law to redeem those who were under the 
law” (Gal. 4). Jesus’ submission and obedience to God’s Law was complete, not lacking in any way. He sat-
isfies the entirety of God’s Law in our place, even circumcision. All of God’s Law is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, 
so that we who are under the Law no longer need to fear for our inability to keep it ourselves. Jesus’ circum-
cision is also the first time He sheds His blood, again pointing to our redemption by His perfect obedience 
and sacrifice. 

Circumcision was the “entrance” into the covenant people of God. So we are reminded of our own 
entrance into God’s family by our birth of water and Word in Holy Baptism. Connected to this is the naming 
of Jesus. When you entered God’s covenant you received your name, because God’s covenant was the source 
of your identity. So it is for us as Christians—our identity is not found in our own works or words, but in the 
God who created us and who redeemed us. In Holy Baptism we are joined to Jesus (the name above all 
names!) and we receive a new name for ourselves as we are made Christians, baptized into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

            There is much comfort in this feast day for us as Christians. As I wrote about last month, 
the Christmas season celebrates a Lord and Savior who loves us so deeply that He actually became one of us, 
to share in our struggles, to bear our burdens, to walk with us and lead us through the valley of the shadow of 
death. The Circumcision and Name of Jesus takes that one step further: we have a Lord and Savior who 
comes to take our place under the Law of God, to bear its burden, to carry our guilt as His own, to shed His 
blood and die the death we deserve. And in place of God’s wrath over our sins, we instead receive entrance 
into God’s covenant as His chosen people, covered with Christ’s righteousness, baptized into His name, 
adopted into His family forever. Happy New Year! Or rather, Blessed Feast of the Circumcision and Name of 
Jesus! 

            -Pastor Mullet 



FROM THE VICAR - 
 
Dear Family of Faith: 
 
As I write this message, we are 
in the midst of preparing to send 
a contingent of members from 
Faith to Washington, DC to at-
tend the national March for Life 
in the middle of January. It 
promises to be a busy and ful-
filling trip! While the central fo-
cus of our trip will be the march 
along with its opening rally and 
exhibition hall, we will take a lit-
tle bit of time to see the sights of 
Washington and remember how 
much God has blessed us to 
live in this country with the reli-
gious freedom it respects. 
 
This year’s March for Life prom-
ises to be an interesting one. 
The march has long been billed 
as the world’s largest annual 
demonstration for human rights, 
speaking for the protection of 
the unborn ever since the Roe v 
Wade Supreme Court decision 
in 1973. But this will be the first 
march since the Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v Wade this 
past summer. Some probably 
assume that there’s not much 
reason to march anymore, since 
the decision that implied that 

abortion was a constitutionally-
protected right is no longer in 
effect. 
 
But there are at least three good 
reasons we continue to march. 
First, in celebration and thanks-
giving for the progress the 
cause of life has made. Second, 
because the overturning of Roe 
v Wade did not ultimately abol-
ish or prohibit the practice of kill-
ing the unborn in the United 
States. Rather, it returned the 
decision about the legality of 
abortion to state legislatures. 
While some states will certainly 
decide to prohibit abortion, there 
are others that will just as cer-
tainly continue to permit it and 
even expand their state govern-
ment’s support for the practice. 
And we have already heard sev-
eral politicians insist that Con-
gress should pass legislation 
protecting abortion at the federal 
level, even if the Supreme Court 
no longer believes the Constitu-
tion protects it. There is still 
plenty of work to be done to pro-
tect the unborn and the sanctity 
of human life! 
 
But finally, we should keep in 
mind that our cause is not just 
protecting unborn life from the 

horror of abortion, but recogniz-
ing the value of human life 
throughout its entire course. We 
know that each and every hu-
man being is created in God’s 
image, and is precious to Him. 
But we also know that our vul-
nerability and our dependence 
upon Him and others does not 
end at birth. The pro-life cause 
must not be reduced to one po-
litical issue or victory; it needs to 
be felt in the way we care for 
people as they grow, live in 
community with one another, 
and prepare to face the end of 
their earthly lives. We are called 
to continue to love our neigh-
bors and to serve one another 
throughout our lives, and contin-
uing to demonstrate our care for 
life should remind us that there 
is still much work to do. I’m 
hopeful that our participation in 
the March for Life in this and fu-
ture years will sharpen our 
awareness of this as we await 
Christ’s return with patience and 
hope. 

 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Scott Woodhouse 

Thank you to all our volunteers here at Faith whose duties 

include Altar Care, Flowers, Cradle Roll, Fellowship, Funer-

al Luncheons, LWML, Lawn Care, Janitorial, Red Cross, 

Socks for Vets, Giving Tree, Men’s & Women’s Groups, 

Church Council members, Organists, Sunday School & Bi-

ble Class Teachers, just to list a few.  

You are so appreciated! 

 



Youth Group  

Christmas Party 

The Youth Group 

enjoyed building 

gingerbread houses 

and decorating a 

Christmas tree—

wait a minute, 

isn’t that Pastor 

Mullet??!! 



Activities 

 

Word Scramble 

Color the Mittens 





2023 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS & VOLUNTEERS 
 
President— 
Jeremy Hammel (437-8722) jhammels@outlook.com  
 
Vice President— 
Roger Bellis (413-3123) rogerbellislbc@gmail.com  
 
Secretary— 
Jackie Young (260-433-1169) jackiesue79@yahoo.com 

Financial Secretary— 
Linda LeFever (693-2977) rllefever@mediacombb.net  
 
Treasurer— 
Sabrina Stapleton (609-5989) sstapleton@catool.com  
 
Elders— 
Alan Schroeder (574-238-0283) juneal@embarqmail.com  
Caland Sembach (260-580-5137) 
caland.sembach@gmail.com  
Calvin Schmidt (433-1833) candaschmidt@gmail.com  
 
Trustees - 
Mike Odle (417-7406) mandmodle@hotmail.com  
Mark Young (446-4430) mjyoung7779@gmail.com  
Tom Keily (449-0217)  
 
Men’s Group—Pastor Mullet 
Women’s Group—Alex Sembach, Jeanette Klaehn & 
Lana Hess 
 
Sunday School Supt.—Amy Wagner (799-4604) 
Altar Care—Cheri Wyss & Sandy Sloffer 
Altar Flowers—Cathy  Spencer 
Cradle Roll—Janice Meinzen 
Fellowship Hour—Stacey Keily 
Funeral Luncheons—Leanne Wagner 
LWML Representative—Bonnie Hazen 
Lawn Care—Calvin Schmidt 
Red Cross Volunteers—Janet Burgland, Joy Lambert, 
Carol McBride 
Socks for Vets—Barb Sheets 
Giving Tree—Marilou Linnemeier & Jennifer Malcolm 
Organists —Holly Romary, Sam Keily, Matt Johnston 
Jr. Organist—Maylan Wagner 
Church Secretary—Linda LeFever 
Custodians—Harry Oelschlager & Jackie Young 

Pastor Roger, Megan, Aaron,  
Josiah & Jonathan Mullet 

Pastoral Staff 

Vicar Scott and Christine Woodhouse 

Seminarian Kenny and Jeanette Klaehn 



Church Office 260-693-6254 
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 8 am—12 pm 

Email: flcbusco@yahoo.com 
Web site: http://www.flcbusco.org 

Sunday Worship Services: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. 
Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Private Communion for individuals & families available by appt. 
Pastor Roger Mullet (231-709-3541); rev.mullet@gmail.com 
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