
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WEEK OF JANUARY 15, 2023 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Jim & Penny Cleveland; Jack & Lureen Vaught; Darlene Welsh; Walt & 

Carolyn Trier; Bob Schneider 

 

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST this day is Michael Leas Honeycutt, son of Christopher & Rebecca. 

Welcome to God’s family, Michael!  

 

NO CHOIR REHEARSAL the next few weeks. New music coming soon. 

 

PASTOR OUT OF OFFICE this week. I will still be reachable by phone and email and am more 

than happy to talk on the phone or visit with you at home. I just won’t be in during office 

hours. Thus, our morning studies and Matins are cancelled for this week. Evening service & 

Bible study continue as usual.  

 

GODSPEED AND SAFE TRAVELS to Vicar & Mrs. Woodhouse and our members who travel to 

Washington DC this week for the National March for Life.   

 

THE WOMEN’S GROUP will meet this coming Saturday, January 21, at 9am.  

 

DINNERS FOR EIGHT! Thank you to everyone who participated in our first round of Dinners 

for Eight! With lots of positive feedback and a few more families who couldn’t participate 

the first time, we’re going to go again! Sign up on the tables—we’ll draw names for new 

groups at the end of January!  

 

CALENDAR  

Sun. Jan. 15  8:00 & 10:00am Divine Service 
(Baptism of Our Lord)  9:00am Sunday School / Bible Study / Confirmation 

M-F Jan. 16-20  Pastor out of office in FW (still reachable/available) 

Mon. Jan. 16  8:30am Discussion of next Sunday’s readings 

Wed. Jan. 18  8:30am Matins 
    9:00am Book of Concord Study (Smalcald Art.) 

7:00pm Divine Service 

Thu. Jan. 19  7:00pm Bible Study (Genesis)   

Sat. Jan. 21  9:00am Women’s Group 

Sun. Jan. 22  8:00 & 10:00am Divine Service 
(Epiphany 2)  9:00am Sunday School / Bible Study / Confirmation 

  6:00pm Youth Group 



THE BACK PAGE 

 The Baptism of Our Lord is one of those few unusual places in the Scriptures 

where we can glimpse multiple persons of the Trinity at once! When God shows up in 

the Old Testament, He’s almost always simply called “God” or “LORD,” and often He 

simply speaks rather than being physically present. Even when God is visible in the OT 

(such as when He walked past Moses and Moses was able to see only His back), He 

usually still appears to be “one.” It’s much the same in the New Testament. We usually 

only see and hear Jesus. Though the Father and the Holy Spirit are certainly mentioned 

with some frequency, rarely do they actually “make an appearance.” 

 But at the Baptism of Jesus, all three persons are present, and recognizably so! 

The Son stands in the Jordan River as He is baptized by John. The Spirit descends from 

heaven like a dove. And the Father speaks: “This is My beloved Son.”  

 It is interesting to connect this event with some of the other events in the 

Scriptures where multiple persons of the Trinity can be seen or heard. Consider a few 

examples (and ponder how they might connect!): 

- Creation: God the Father creates the heavens and the earth; the Spirit is 

hovering over the face of the waters; God’s Word (the Son—see John 1:1-3!) 

brings forth light 

- Transfiguration (Jan. 29!): Jesus is transfigured, giving a glimpse of the 

fullness of His glory; God the Father again speaks from heaven: “This is My 

beloved Son.” 

- The promise of Pentecost and command to Baptize: in John 15-16, Jesus 

promises the disciples that the Father will send the Holy Spirit upon them in 

the name of Jesus! This promise is echoed in Matthew 28:19-20, when Jesus 

tells His disciples to baptize all nations “in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

What’s the significance of all this? We have a God who is working within His creation 

for the sake of His people. He reveals Himself in these glimpses of the Trinity, showing 

us who He is and what He’s doing for us. We are joined to Him and His name in 

Baptism, that we might enjoy His presence and gifts not just in heaven, but also here 

on earth! 

 


