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December 2022  

Faith Lutheran Church 

Good news from heaven the angels bring, 
Glad tidings to the earth they sing: 
To us this day a child is given, 
To crown us with the joy of heaven. 
~ Martin Luther  

 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a 
wonderful year to come.  



But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born un-
der the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons.  Galatians 4:4-5 

For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abra-
ham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the peo-
ple. For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempt-
ed.   Hebrews 2:16-18 

 Pastoral Epistle: Christmas Comfort for Christians 

            Holiday celebrations are wonderful times to spend with friends and family—but for many 
of us, they are also some of the most difficult and trying times of the year. Holidays bring joy as 
we gather together—but they also remind us of who isn’t there with us. Your celebration might 
be missing a parent or grandparent who has gone before us into heaven. Perhaps a brother or sis-
ter who hasn’t spoken to anyone in awhile. Or maybe just a little extra tension as we all try to 
muddle through another holiday season without getting after each other too much. Yes, the holi-
day season is one of great joy and happiness, but in this fallen world we must also contend with 
its sorrows.   

            It is for this reason I have recently come to appreciate Advent and Christmas more than 
any other time of the church year. I used to say Easter was my favorite, but I think I’ve changed 
my mind. Because while the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection is one full of happiness and 
hope and indescribable joy as Christians, it does nevertheless describe a reality for us that is still 
“off in the future,” in a certain sense. We get to celebrate the reality of the resurrection, but we 
don’t get to experience its fullness just yet. 

            But Christmas! At Christmas we celebrate a Lord and Savior who loves us so deeply that 
He actually became one of us. He took on our flesh to share in our struggles, to bear our burdens, 
to walk with us—indeed, to lead us—through the valley of the shadow of death. He is able to aid 
those who are tempted, or grieving, or suffering in any way. Why? Because He has experienced 
it all Himself in His own flesh and blood! Jesus knows exactly what you’re going through, be-
cause He has gone through it Himself! What’s more, He has carried all your burdens with Him to 
the cross, bearing the full weight of the law so that we who are under the law are redeemed! 

            So in these seasons of Advent and Christmas, as we do our shopping and bake our des-
serts and enjoy our friends and family, let us also not be afraid of our struggling and suffering. 
Holidays are hard for so many of us—and that’s ok. We have a Lord and Savior who takes on 
our flesh and blood, who suffers right alongside us. Your struggle is not insignificant to God! He 
knows what you’re dealing with and He promises to be with you through it all. As we receive 
God’s love for us in the many worship services of this season, let us also join in our many holi-
day giving projects, to share that same love of God with our neighbors in need, showing them by 
our love what great love God has to be with them through whatever trial they may face. 

            May God richly bless you and your families in this most wonderful time of the year. 
Blessed Advent, and Merry Christmas! 

            - Pastor Mullet 



Greetings, Family of Faith! 

 
As we observe the Advent season and remember 
the coming of Christ Jesus into our world both in the 
past, in the present, and in the future, I am happy to 
announce our first official project of the Life Team 
we’re starting here at Faith for Lutherans for Life: a 
baby bottle campaign for A Hope Center in Fort 
Wayne and Columbia City. 
 
A Hope Center is a pregnancy center that offers a 
wide range of services for women who are or sus-
pect they may be pregnant: pregnancy tests, ultra-
sounds, tests for sexually-transmitted diseases, parental training, support, 
and referral services - all while keeping the invaluable gift of life as the cen-
tral focus of their work. Some of you will remember that Michelle Shoene-
feld, the executive director of A Hope Center, came to present the work of 
her organization to us during our Sunday School hour not too long ago. 
 
The baby bottle campaign is a way for us to help provide financial support 
for the work being done at A Hope Center. Our task is simple: Feel free to 
take one (or several) of the baby bottle banks on the table in front of the 
Life Team whiteboard to collect cash or spare change. Gather or make your 
own donations throughout the Advent season, and return them to church 
during the week of Christmas so they can be returned to A Hope Center. 
There are even envelopes if you’d prefer to donate by check, and there’s a 
QR code on the envelopes if you’d like to use your cell phone to make an 
electronic donation. 
 
During this Advent season, our mid-week services will remind us of some 
of the miraculous births recorded in Scripture as we prepare to celebrate 
the birth of Christ. Hopefully, this baby bottle campaign will give us the op-
portunity to remember that each birth is miraculous - even today - and that 
God continues to bless us with the gift of life in surprising and amazing 
ways! 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Vicar Woodhouse 



 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 9 – Jim & Penny Cleveland 

11 – Jeramy & Diann Bear 

12 – Bob & Linda LeFever 

16 – Jerry* & Marsha Guiff 

20 – Robert & Claudia Kneller 

21 – Brian & Sue Salomon 

23 – Gary* & Aimee Savieo 

27 – Keith* & Brandie Pulver 

28 – Doug & Judy Cope 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

  1 – Doug Hofer 

  1 – Deanna Backman 

  2 – Zackary Conrad 

  2 – Joy Lambert 

  2 – Benjamin Reusser 

  2 – Megan Mullet 

  3 – Evelyn Kahlenbeck 

  4 – Matthew Braun 

  4 – Julie Wyatt Kelller 

  5 – Nicolas Hull 

  5 – Autum Fulk 

  5 – Eric Fanning* 

  7 – Tim Geary 

  7 – Chuck Lien 

  8 – Lisa Schnorr 

  9 – Bryce Geiger 

  9 – Evie Wagner 

10 – Mike Stahlhut 

10 – Mike Spencer 

11 – Gary Savieo* 

12 – Jack Laughlin* 

12 – Phyllis Parisot 

14 – Emily Slone 

14 – Kaden Schnorr 

16 – Aimee Savieo 

16 – Sabrina Stapleton 

19 – Nicholas Berkes 

21 – Paxton Berghoff 

21 – Casey Braun 

23 – Brenda LeFever 

23 – Nash Weaver 

23 – Molly Geiger 

23 – Nancy Schneider 

24 – Michaela Ulle 

25 – Holly Resler 

27 – Mark Pence 

27 – Cathy Spencer 

28 – Randall Lewis 

28 – Lauren Mey 

28 – Chase Malcolm 

28 – Brian Zeller 

29 – Paige Backman* 

30 – Cliff Householder 

30 – Linda LeFever 

30 – Lori Krueckeberg 

IT’S A GIRL—Congratulations to Caland & Alex Sembach as they 

welcome their third daughter, Rosalee Rae, on Nov. 22, 2022.  

She weighed 6 lbs. 11 oz. and was 17” long. Her family includes 

sisters Calliann & Evelyn, grandparents Cyndy Sembach and Sem-

inarian Kenny & Jeanette Klaehn. 



Faith Lutheran Church sharing Christmas donations with the following Whitley 

County Community Outreach Programs  

Babe Providing resources and a community for 

families.  Mission Statement: To provide quality 

incentives to parents who participate in preven-

tive and prenatal care, including parenting, edu-

cational, and nutritional classes to promote 

healthy pregnancy, birth outcome, and early 

childhood development.    

533 N Line St, Columbia City, IN 46725  

The Boomerang Backpack program is a 

free weekend food distribution program that pro-

vides students enrolled in free/reduced lunch 

programs with a backpack filled with healthy 

foods for the weekend. "Helping to fight child-

hood hunger one Boomerang Backpack at a 

time."  Pat Wilkins heads up the Churubusco pro-

gram. 

Churubusco United Methodist Church 

Food Pantry  Drive-Thru Food Giveaway Con-

tinues Every Tuesday from 2:30-3:30 pm.  

750 N Main St, Churubusco, IN 46723  

The Miami Village Community Center 

serves children, individuals and families who re-

side in the Miami Village Mobile Home Park. They 

provide regular access to resources and services 

in order to leverage a healthy mind, body and 

spirit.  

4614 E Old Trail Rd # 48, Columbia City, IN 46725  

Mission25, formerly known as "The Light-

house", is a not-for-profit 501c3 corporation un-

der Interfaith Mission, Inc. We are dedicated to 

ministering to the homeless and those who are at 

risk of becoming homeless in Whitley County. In 

addition to providing shelter, food and clothing to 

its residents, Mission25 provides an array of sup-

port services including case management, self-

esteem building, parenting and other types of self

-sufficiency programming.  

Mission Statement—We are providing the path-
way of prevention, transition and restoration for 
homeless people in Whitley County. 

500 W Business 30, Columbia City, IN 46725  

 

WCCOA—Woodlands Senior Activity 

Center 

Mission: To enable the senior citizens of Whitley 

County to live confident, dignified, independent 

and productive lives through education, programs 

and services.  Our support will benefit their daily 

meals and food share programs. 

 

710 N. Opportunity Dr, Columbia City, IN 46725 



FAITH LUTHERAN  

t-shirts for sale 

 

We still have a variety of sizes & colors (red, 

blue & gray) of our “turtle” t-shirts for sale.  

Check out the display by the front office for 

details. See Linda to purchase. 

Stuff a Stocking for Soldiers, Veterans 
Stuff a Stocking for a Local Hero 

 

Beginning Nov. 16th pick up a 

free Christmas stocking, lo-

cated just inside the double 

doors, to decorate and stuff 

with Christmas cheer. Please 

return them by December 11th. If possible, to 

prevent items from falling out, fold over the 

top of the stocking and staple or sew shut. 

Suggested items are: Stocking Cap, Gloves, 

Mittens, Socks, Candy Canes, Hard candy, Jolly 

Ranchers, etc., Chewing Gum, Mints, Moistur-

izers, Lip Balm, Shampoo, Eye Drops, Sun 

Block, AA & AAA batteries, Deck of cards, 

Crossword Puzzles, Dominoes, CDs & DVDs. 

Please try to find items without alcohol as an 

ingredient. If you have questions, please con-

tact Barb Sheets at 260-691-3382. 

We have adopted several families in the area 

for Christmas and need your help. Beginning 

Nov. 16th, choose an ornament off the Christ-

mas tree (located next to the Socks for Vets). 

Buy a gift and return it UNWRAPPED by De-

cember 11th. If possible, please include gift 

wrap or large gift bags.  If you have questions, 

please contact: Marilou Linnemeier (260-705-

9526) linnemeier@frontier.com or Jennifer 

Malcolm (260-402-9306) Jennifermal-

colm31@gmail.com. 

We’re once again sponsoring 

the Toys for Tots program here 

at Faith.  The “toy box” will lo-

cated next to the mailboxes.  

We will be collecting new, un-

wrapped toys until  December 

9th. Your donations will bring 

Christmas to hundreds of less 

fortunate children all across 

Whitley County. We hope to 

bring a smile to even more faces 

this year! 

 



Coloring page—Gingerbread House 



 



2022 Trunk or Treat Highlights  



2022 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS & VOLUNTEERS 
 
President— 
Jeremy Hammel (437-8722) jhammels@outlook.com  
 
Vice President— 
Roger Bellis (413-3123) rogerbellislbc@gmail.com  
 
Secretary— 
Jackie Young (260-433-1169) jackiesue79@yahoo.com 

Financial Secretary— 
Linda LeFever (693-2977) rllefever@mediacombb.net  
 
Treasurer— 
Sabrina Stapleton (609-5989) sstapleton@catool.com  
 
Elders— 
Alan Schroeder (574-238-0283) juneal@embarqmail.com  
Caland Sembach (260-580-5137) 
caland.sembach@gmail.com  
Calvin Schmidt (433-1833) candaschmidt@gmail.com  
 
Trustees - 
Mike Odle (417-7406) mandmodle@hotmail.com  
Mark Young (446-4430) mjyoung7779@gmail.com  
 
Men’s Group—Pastor Mullet 
Women’s Group—Alex Sembach, Jeanette Klaehn & 
Lana Hess 
 
Sunday School Supt.—Amy Wagner (799-4604) 
 
Altar Care—Cheri Wyss & Sandy Sloffer 
Altar Flowers—Cathy  Spencer 
Cradle Roll—Janice Meinzen 
Fellowship Hour—Stacey Keily 
Funeral Luncheons—Leanne Wagner 
LWML Representative—Bonnie Hazen 
Lawn Care—Cyndy Sembach & Calvin Schmidt 
Red Cross Volunteers—Janet Burgland, Joy Lambert, 
Carol McBride 
Socks for Vets—Barb Sheets 
Giving Tree—Marilou Linnemeier & Jennifer Malcolm 
Organists —Holly Romary, Sam Keily, Matt Johnston 
Jr. Organist—Maylan Wagner 
Church Secretary—Linda LeFever 
Custodian—Bob LeFever 

Pastor Roger, Megan, Aaron,  
Josiah & Jonathan Mullet 

Pastoral Staff 

Vicar Scott and Christine Woodhouse 

Seminarian Kenny and Jeanette Klaehn 



Church Office 260-693-6254 
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 8 am—12 pm 

Email: flcbusco@yahoo.com 
Web site: http://www.flcbusco.org 

Sunday Worship Services: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. 
Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Private Communion for individuals & families available by appt. 
Pastor Roger Mullet (231-709-3541); rev.mullet@gmail.com 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
9251 East State Road 205 
Churubusco, IN 46723 


